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The Ghana Trip
Daire Cassidy

One of the many benefits of
Transition Year in St. Michael’s
College, Dublin, is the opportunity
to partake in the annual cultural
learning trip. This trip is open to all
Transition Year students and for the
second time in two years, Ghana is
the chosen destination.

Last year the trip proved to be
extremely successful and organiser
and school Chaplin, Mr. Oliver
Doolan is confident that this year’s
trip can be even more so. An
interview with Mr. Doolan portrays
this perfectly. When asked what his
reaction to an experience such as
visiting a country like Ghana was,
he said that it was “A once in a
lifetime opportunity”. I know that
the staff and students on last year’s
trip agreed

The trip itself is an immersion
project designed to enrich students
with Ghanaian culture. It also aims
to develop and maintain strong links
with the religious order of the Holy
Ghost in Africa. St Michael’s
College is a Spiritan school and the
students wanted to find out more
about the work that the Holy Ghost
order carry out in Africa.

The area of Ghana that lasts year’s
students visited presented a positive
image of Africa and not the poverty
stricken continent that we have
come to know through the media.
According to the students, one could
clearly see the benefits of aid in this
area. However Mr. Doolin and the
students saw there was still a lot of
work that needed to be done to
provide children there with even
some of the opportunities that they
themselves have. Most students
really wanted the chance to see how
young people lived on another
continent and to experience Africa.
It was a challenging and fulfulling
experience for everyone involved.

As to the question as to why Ghana
was chosen, the answer is simply
that it was the right time for both the
local community and the school to
arrange a visit of this type. While in
Ghana the visiting students did more
than just soak up the culture, as they
also took part in activities such as
seed planting and gave some short
lessons to the school children of the
area. The locals themselves were
curious about the trip and very
welcoming. The visitors had the
privilege of meeting with the Village
Council and also played (and lost!) a
game of football against the local
school children.
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Even though the trip is still in its
early stages, Mr. Doolan feels that it
will prove to be “highly beneficial
for both communities”.
“It presents a positive learning
experience and has huge potential to
grow.”
This year the TY students who
applied and were accepted, will
return to the same area of Ghana as
last year’s group visited. Here’s
hoping that the visit will prove to be
a success and that both the visiting
students and host village will gain
from the experience.
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A History of Conflict

Drew Gallagher

The war between Israel and
Palestine continues to rage on
with no sign of either side backing
down. Many lives have been lost,
homes destroyed and families
torn apart, but why? I didn’t know
the answer so I decided to look in
to the history of the conflict and
try to understand why this
continues.

It all started at the end of World
War 1. Palestine was among a
number of Arab territories part of
the Turkish Ottoman Empire.
When this empire disbanded,
these Arab territories including
Palestine were placed under
British Rule. Palestine was the
only territory not to become an
independent state. This was
because of the Balfour declaration
issued by the British Government
in 1917. It wanted to use Palestine
as a national home for Jewish
people. Due to this declaration
there was large-scale Jewish
immigration between 1922 and
1947 from mainly Eastern Europe.
This immigration was huge during

the 1930s due to the Nazis
persecution of the Jews.

Palestine rebelled in 1937, they
demanded an independent state
but there was resistance from the
Jews. Continued violence and
terrorism from both sides forced
Great Britain to pass the problem
over to the United Nations. The
UN decided to partition Palestine
into two states. One Palestinian
Arab, and one Jewish. The Jewish
state proclaimed themselves as
Israel. In a 1948 war, other Arab
states Egypt and Jordan attacked
Israel as they didn’t want a Jewish
state within Palestine. Israel
managed to overcome them and
expanded to occupy 77 per cent of
Palestine. Palestinians in these
territories fled and some were
expelled.
The 1967 war, known as the Six
Day War is very important in the
history of the conflict. It further
increased Israel’s power in
Palestine. Egypt, Jordan and Syria
attacked Israel, but once again
Israel came out on top. By the end
of this war, Israel had taken
control of West Bank, Gaza Strip,
Sinai Peninsula, East Jerusalem
and the Golan Heights.

In June 1982, Israel invaded
Lebanon after they had been
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attacked from there. A ceasefire
was arranged with PLO troops in
guarantees of safety of thousands
of Palestinian refugees. But
Christian phalangists killed a
number of the refugees and many
believed that Israel could have
done more to prevent it.

In December 1987 there was a
mass up-rising against Israeli
occupation in Palestinian
territories. Huge numbers of
civilians died because of this. This
was the first intifada.

A peace conference held in
Madrid in 1991 wanted to achieve
a just, long lasting, comprehensive
peace settlement through direct
negotiations between Israel and
Palestine.

In Oslo in 1993, Yasser Arafat,
head of the PLO, stated that
Palestine recognised
Israel’s right to exist and he
renounced terrorism. On
September 13, Arafat and Yitzhak

Rabin signed a Declaration of
Principles in Washington based on
the negotiations in Oslo.
During the Oslo peace process,
Israel handed over control of
areas

of the West Bank and Gaza but
continued to allow religious Jews
to establish settlements in each
area.

The Camp David Summit in 2000
and the Taba Summit in 2001
offered no end to the conflicts.

In 2005, Israel, under the
leadership of Ariel Sharon,
withdrew from the Gaza strip and
West Bank. Hamas soon won
majority of votes in the Palestine
Elections. Numerous conflicts
between Hamas and Fatah have
taken place over the last few years
because of this.

After months of rocket attacks
aimed at them, Israel retaliated
with air-raids killing many
Palestinians. Soon after, Israeli
forces entered the Gaza Strip. And
so the war continues.
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How will Celtic Tiger
teens cope with
economic change?

Tim O’Connell

What do the Celtic tiger
generation spend their money on?
As many journalists and writers
have already pointed out, this is
the first generation that have
been born into our country when
its been wealthy.

The 15 and 16 year olds of this
country were born at the start of
Ireland's economic boom, for us
this recession is the first we have
ever seen. My generation has had
more money in their pockets than
any other so, what do they spend
it on?Do we all need to get jobs to
get a few euros to spend?

From what I have seen, most
people that I know get an
allowance of a certain amount of
euros every week and that they
can decide what they want to do
with it. However there are some
people that get part-time jobs to
earn a bit of extra cash. The
allowances vary from person to
person and what they choose to
spend it on, like their lunch and
their call credit for their mobile
phones.My friends spend their

money on discos, food
and clothes. As food is quite
expensive my friends spend a lot
of their allowance on food mainly
pizzas, sweets and drinks.There
is now always a “latest gadget” to
be had and this generation has
got alot more of them than our
parents or other generations have
had. Will the amount that
teenagers be able to spend now
decrease in these times of
economic recession?

Our parents didn't have alot of
money growing up during their
school days. At the time there was
alot of immigration to America
and the U.K as employment was
hard to come by. There are
now 12 million first generation
Irish emmigrants living in the
U.K. Ireland is the only country in
Europe that has had such a
sustained emmigration level. Will
this continue for the Celtic Tiger
generation or will there
be enough jobs for us to stay in
Ireland? Only time will tell.


