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Burma Crisis
Worsens
As Blind Eye
Begins To Open

by Rob Joyce

The violence is escalating, pro-democracy
demonstrators are being imprisoned
against human rights laws with no trial or
charge, and the last official military
dictatorship on the planet is still operating
in a country with a population more then
twelve times that of Ireland. That is the
state that Burma finds itself in today. Since
1962 it has been under military control
following a military coup by General Ni
Win, overthrowing a functioning but
unstable democratic government that had
been in place since independence from
Britain in 1948. And despite huge
opposition the military is prepared to do
anything it can to stay in power.

Burmese popular
leader, Aung San Suu
Kyi.

Currently led by Than Shwe, who has been
in power since 1988, the Burmese Army
has busied itself over the last number of
weeks with killing and imprisoning
Buddhist monks, who quite simply cannot
afford the government’s 500% price rise in
oil and petrol. These monks began
protesting peacefully, with huge public

support around the 18th of August and the
situation has steadily worsened since then.
The army has been merciless, imprisoning
huge amounts of people and reportedly
opening fire on protesters. I use
“reportedly” with specific intent as we
know nothing for sure. Journalists, both
foreign and Burmese, have been
threatened about reporting on the
protests, and the internet was cut off
around the country on the 28th of
September. The only video footage we
have is that of a police officer shooting an
unarmed monk in the head from close
range, in “self-defence”. This was captured
on a camera phone and was immediately
silenced by the government.

Fears are mounting among western
journalists and Burmese people living
abroad that this could climax in events
similar to those of September 1988.
Around that time people began protesting
in similar fashion to today’s protesters. The
military were ruthless in quelling the “1988
uprising”. Hundreds of people were shot
dead and thousands injured as the military
opened fire on the crowds. The uprising
ended on September 18th 1988 and the
country was left in shock. Realising it had
gone too far, the military installed Than
Shwe as the country’s leader, and promised
democratic elections. These “elections”
took place in May 1990 and the party of
Aung San Suu Kyi won over 80% of the
seats available.
The only problem that presented then was

that the military refused to step down.
They declared the election void and placed
Aung San under house arrest. This house
arrest was to last five years during which
this remarkable woman won the Nobel
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Peace Prize and the Sakharov Prize for
Freedom of Thought. She continues to
campaign for peace in Burma despite being
continuously monitored by the
government. But the personal loss has
taken its toll on Aung San. She has not
seen her two sons in seventeen years, and
her British husband died of prostate cancer
in 1997 after she was not allowed to leave
the country to visit him. She is the icon of
hope for all pro-democracy demonstrators,
the main thorn in the side of the military
regime, and continues to ensure the
situation in Burma is publicised in
Western society. If anything is to change
in Burma it will be through international
pressure. The western world is only in the
last few days beginning to condemn the
events in Burma and already it is yielding
results, because it is attacking the only
country on the planet capable of exerting
anywhere near the kind of pressure that
would result in a change of regime in
Burma.
On the north east border of Burma lies the
Peoples Republic of China, the second
biggest country in the world and the
number one source of trade income for
Burma. Were the Chinese to take an
ethical stance on the events in Burma, and
stop all trade, Burma’s economy would
crumble. The Chinese spent most of the
Burmese military regime under communist
rule, and took no part in any international
events. As the strain grew on the Chinese
economy, they dramatically reformed their
international and economic policies in the
90’s. The economy has grown over the last
ten years and is finally in a position to
make an impact in Burma. However the
Chinese are reluctant to take such a stance
on Burma, and would not stand to benefit
from such a move. Human Rights have
apparently fallen by the wayside. A domino
effect is the only real chance of a change in
regime in Burma. Pressure on the West by
public outcry, could lead to pressure on
China. Another more lucrative possibility
is the prospect of threatening the Chinese
with the postponement of the 2008

Olympics Games. However this is unlikely
as it is
probably too late to put such a plan into
action.

Timeliness is a subject which is growing in
the minds of many protesters living
abroad. A lack of action in Rwanda and
Bosnia resulted in irreversible human
tragedies that the world still bears like a
mark of shame. With the military able to
do what it wants, the line is becoming
increasingly hazy. One just hopes it is not
found by the all too human process of trial
and error.

Lost Leg
By Stephen Farrell

John Wood ,42, a man who’s leg had been
amputated in the aftermath of a plane crash three
years ago, will get it back after it was accidentily
sold at auction in the USA.
Police had been called in to settle a dispute when
Shannon Whisnant,who had unknowingly bought
the leg, had second thoughts after calling the local
authorities and asking them to take it away. He
then planned to use it in a gruesome, money-
making, Halloween display, charging children and
adults small fees for viewing the detached leg of
Mr.Wood.

Capt. Tracy Ledford of the Maidin Police
Department judged Mr. Whisnant to have given up
ownership of the leg by calling them saying he
didn’t want it (the leg). Capt. Ledford then laughed
his way through an interview about the case that
has made for lively gossip in the small North
Carolina town.

Mr. Wood had kept the embalmed leg as he
wanted to be cremated with him when he dies. He
had stored the leg in a small barbecue smoker in a
storage unit. However when rent had gone unpaid
the storage company had decided to auction the
smoker, and unknowingly the leg aswell, to the
highest bidder, Mr. Whisnant.
Unfortunitly for Mr. Whisnant, the Maiden Police
ruled in favour of Mr. Wood who will soon be
reunited with his leg and will once more stand
proud.
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Smell has
Irishtown
troubled

by Peter Murray

The Department of The Environment,
headed by Minister John Gormley,
seems as of yet to be quite unhelpful in
the matter of the offensive smells
being secreted from the sewage
treatment plant in Dublin Bay.

John Gormley still appears to be
unable to flex his ministerial muscles in
order to take any sort of a meaningful
stance against the appalling odour,
emitted regularly from the sludge dryers,
and open topped sewage treatment tanks,
owned and run by Dublin City Council, in
conjunction with Celtic Anglian Water, on
the Ringsend Penninsula.

Government-bashing
corespondance from Gormley to his
constituents prior to his general election
campaign suggested that he would
maintain a firm stance on local issues
affecting them however, his apparent
willingness to step back from these issues
since his appointment to government
would also imply that he has taken a step
back from the promises he has made to his
constituents.

As an opposition T.D. Gormley was
well known for his ability to square up
with people on almost any issue. He met
with the City Manager earlier this year to

discuss the matter and they came to an
understanding as to why the problem of
the odour arose in the first place. After
being contacted by me, the Minister’s
advisor said that “..an investigation,
conducted by John’s department, is

Minister Gormley

currently underway...” this, he said was to
“resolve the situation once and for all.” He
went on to say that after this investigation,
-which appears to serve no purpose as the
problem is already known to the minister
since his briefing by the City Manager-
another investigation could take place “..to
determine as to why the problem arose in
the first place...”
Is it just my imagination or are we
beginning to see a pattern emerging here?
In my opinion, it is about time the good
people of The Department of the
Environment stopped investigating and
started providing an actual remedy to the
situation which has been continuing
relentlessly now for the past four years.
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by Ustav Lal
Though the majority of people don’t

realise it, an underground music scene has
erupted in St. Michaels. At least four bands
have formed and are gigging while many
more are on their way. Two new albums
are due out before Christmas. The huge
talent potential was seen at last years
Battle of the Bands auditions. It would
have made a great show but due to
“technical difficulties” the show was
cancelled, which make the anticipation for
this years show even greater. There now
follows an overview of these embryo
bands….

Magic Muffin
Why Muffin??? Well when they were
signing up for the Michael’s battle of the
bands last year [which is mainly the reason
why they formed the band] they had to
invent a name . They saw a muffin which
the singer Ben O’Hare was eating and
thought – Magic Muffin!!!. The band
consists of four members all in 4th year
Dylan Lynch, (Drums) Rob Joyce (Bass)
Rob Owens (Guitar / Backing Vocals) and
Ben O’Hare (Vocals). Their genre is
basically whatever songs they like usually
between somewhere between rock and
punk. Main inspirational bands are Blink
182, Simple Plan, and Snow Patrol etc. The
band mainly does covers though they’re
starting to attempt to write their own
songs .They hope to have an album out
soon [which is being produced by The
Revolts]. When asked if Magic Muffin ever
go stale Dil philosophically answered;
“Who knows where the world will take us.”

Currently the band is on hold due to
technical difficulties but we hope they’ll be
back in time for battle of the bands.
Bebo url :
http://www.bebo.com/1magicmuffin1

Stephen Appleby
Stephen Appleby ‘s floating away from the
usual funk, alternative and rock to
experiment with blues and country .He
skipped the Junior Cert last year to go
study French in Switzerland but now he’s
back . His first album “I’m not as green as I
am Cabbage Lookin’” is getting finishing
touches as well as waiting for more songs
to be recorded.

His main inspiration is his brother
Nick and Bob Dylan .His songs are mainly
acoustic with vocals piano and guitar
though some have bongos and glass cups
and other alternative percussive
instruments. He plays guitar while singing
when performing live. He says “I’m better
at guitar than singing but I like doing vocals
better than playing the guitar”

The lead singer and guitarist of the
ex revolts Adam O’Regan is his “music
associate producer” [does backing vocals
and weird effects such as banging spoons
on glass cups].
He’s also a dedicated performer at many of
the school’s Masses.

Interview with Mr. Appleby
Q: What made you want to take music
seriously and come up with a demo
album?
A: Well, I dont take it seriously and I take
it as a bunch of craic. But i love the fact
that after all the years of playing to myself
in my room, I get to show my music to
others.
Q: What genre of music would you think
is the most popular right now?
A: Techno.
Q: Do you like it?
A: Well I love the impulsive beats in
techno songs and try to build a bridge
between my genre and techno [like you do
with lego but I cant use lego!]. I just try to
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take what I can from techno and mix it
into my songs.
Q : Why did you pick
folk/alternative/blues when most of the
bands making it big now are rock or
Techno?
A: Because I’m no good at Techno.
Q : What do you think are the chances of
you becoming big?
A: One to a million....I am the one
...Everyone else is the million.
Thanks Stephen, and the best of luck!

Bebo url
http://www.bebo.com/stevieappleby

The Revolts

The Revolts new CD cover

This band have been around or about for
over two years now, The Revolts have a lot
of gigs under their belts . Most notably,
they‘ve played at the Sugar Club where
they opened up for Republic of Loose.
Their first album entitled “The Revolts”
was received with much enthusiasm. Their
second album is nearly finished but of late
there has been talk of reinventing the
band due to a drummer [ Dil Lynch from
Magic Muffin] joining forces with the
existing members . The band has five
members; Adam O’Regan [ Vocals and
Lead Guitar ] , Donaugh O’Seaver [ Bass
(funky bass )], Fleur Moriarty[ backing
vocals and guitars], Dil Lynch [ Drums }

and Utsav Lal [ Keyboards] The new
album is entitled “Fake Pleasure and Funky
Bass”.

The band writes all their own songs
but on request and for laughs sometimes
do covers. They’ve written about forty
songs to date. They got through to the
Blastbeat finals last year and will be on
Blastbeat this year on the 14th December.
The songs are inspired by a huge range of
artists from The Doors to the Chili
Peppers. They can only go from strength
to strength

I am sure that there are a lot more bands
out there in the college and this
correspondent would love to hear from
them. In the meanwhile, I hope you liked
this overview of the music scene at St.
Michael’s College.

Adam O’Regan on stage
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Keelan O’Nuaillain

FOO FIGHTERS
Echoes, Silence, Patience & Grace

The Foo Fighters new album;
“Echoes, Silence, Patience & Grace.” is
possibly one of their best rock outings to
date.

Dave Grohl and the rest of the band
seem to have masterminded one of the
best rock albums of the year, which
captivates the listener from beginning to
end.The first track, “The Pretender” is a
guitar driven rock anthem that is probably
the best track on the album but don’t
underestimate the Foo Fighters prowess, as
they certainly have more up their well
rehearsed sleeves!

As on all albums go you need to
listen to the albums tracks that you know
or have heard of first, before you get the
courage to actually listen to any of the
other songs! But, The Foo Fighters
definately reward you for prolonged
listening to their superb album, from
country guitar classics such as “The Ballad
Of The Beacon Field Miners” to the
acoustic brilliance of “Stranger Things
Have Happend”, The Foo Fighters like to
expriment but don’t stray far from their

deeply embedded rock roots and this
proves to be a succsessful formula for
them.
I keep reiterating the fact that the band is
so unbeliveably good at what they do:
Every band has its ups and downs, but for
The Foo Fighters there are no ups and
downs, just succsess after succsess and
this new album is no exeption. Pure
Genius.

Review: Sheridan’s Guest House
by Utsav Lal

It is indeed an honour for me to write these
cúpla focal as a short introduction to this very
vibrant, exciting and delightful recording.
Showing huge promise and a natural flair for
traditional music as a young teenager, Dave
Sheridan has truly come of age with this
[sheridan’s guest house], his début album. This
young music and religious education teacher
spared little or no detail in his preparation for
this recording. He rallied sixteen of his friends
to keep him company in this endeavour,
including Seamie O’ Dowd, Brian Rooney (The
Godfather), Brian Mc Donagh, Junior Davey,
Neil Lyons, Oliver Loughlin, Damien O’ Brien,
Padraig O’ Neill, Sean Gilrane, Padraig Mc
Govern, Mick Mc Cague plus many more. The
end result being fifteen tracks of carefully
planned and beautifully rendered selections of
rich, top class Irish traditional music with the
spotlight tightly focused throughout on
David’s own masterful performance, mainly on
concert flute but also proving his prowess on
accordion and other instruments, not
forgetting his wonderful compositions on track
8 and 15. Dave is joined by different musicians
throughout the album, giving a remarkable,
energetic, systematic structure not yet heard
on a solo album. Charlie Mc Gettigan said that
he “could not recommend this album highly
enough” and I would have to agree.
Such are the reviews for this truly exceptional
album by Mr Sheridan which many people in
our school were not even aware of. His album
is available in stores across the country.

Website:http://www.sheridansguesthouse.ie/in
dex.html
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Tommy McCormack

RATATOUILLE
Director:Brad Bird; Screenplay:Brad
Bird; Starring:(voices)Patton Oswalt, Lou
Romano, Ian Holm, Janeane Garofalo,
Peter O’Toole, Brad Garrett, Brian
Dennehy, Peter Sohn; Rated: G; Running
Time: 110 mins.
Mention the story for Disney/Pixar’s latest
film and you’ll probably get a sniffy
response: it’s about a rat who wants to be a
chef. Not exactly the best-sounding
concept for a film that is supposed to
return this animation studio to glory,
following the under-whelming creation of
last year’s Cars. But we shouldn’t doubt
Pixar’s ability to find ways of making even
the most childish concept appeal to
audiences of any age. As such the finished
film’s script crackles with enough
invention and flair to make it worth caring
about.

The plot, such as it is, concerns an
opportunistic young rat Remy,(voiced by
US comedian Patton Oswalt) with a fussy
taste for the preparation of fine food,
unlike the rest of his horde, including
father Django(Dennehy) and brother
Emile(Sohn), who, being rats, will literally
eat any old garbage they can get their paws
on. With more experience in learning and
understanding the human dialect, Remy
has become influenced by TV chef
personality Auguste Gusteau(Garrett),
recently deceased from a stroke after
receiving a bad review on his cooking-
quote: “Anyone can cook, but only the
fearless can be great.” When the horde’s
cottage hiding place is discovered by the
old lady residing there, (armed with
shotgun for comic effect), they evacuate

through the sewers, an act that leaves
Remy separated from his family and
diverted toward Paris.

Initially keen to leave, his luck
changes when he, by chance, stumbles
upon the late Gusteau’s restaurant, and
can’t resist this apparent opportunity to
bring his culinary skills to the table. He
meets a down-on-his luck garbage-boy
named Linguini(Romano), who winds up
getting the credit for his expert cooking
and is suddenly promoted to chef.
Desperate to keep the job, Linguini
befriends his rodent acquaintance and the
two form a double-act in which he follows
Remy’s cooking instructions.

From start to finish, Ratatouille’s
script crackles with invention and wit,
especially when it comes to the dilemma of
how to make Remy communicate with
Linguini - Remy never actually talks to
him, he just uses sly hand gestures and lets
his human counterpart catch on to his
other actions, plotwise. However, to solve
how to make Remy instruct Linguini on
how to cook without exposing himself to
the other kitchen staff, (being a rat, hence
a kitchen’s worst enemy), the writers push
things one major, farfetched step further:
Remy hides inside Linguini’s toque(chef’s
hat for those of you who wouldn’t know),
manipulating him like a marionette by
pulling on his hairs, at one stage even in
his sleep. It’s a little surreal, but it pays off
as comedy.

On the menu we have stunning
animation, energetic Tom-and-Jerry-like
chase sequences, subtle jokes; mostly
aimed at the French, a solid voice-cast and
the obligatory moral(“Anyone can cook”)
that doesn’t get shoved down our throuts
too hard.

Among the voice-cast, the stand-
outs are Peter O’Toole, as the chillingly
hauteur food critic Anton “The Grim Eater”
Ego, and Ian Holm, who makes a good
effort to squeeze as much odiousness out
of the shifty sous-chef character Skinner. It
is also worth noting that French people
will not be offended by Ian Holm and
Janeane Garofalo (as the apple of Linguin’s
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eye, Collette)’s French accents that
genuine instead of exagerrated like
Inspector Cleuseau’s. The animation also
sets a new high for CGI, from the rat fur
and human skin to the architecture of the
Parisian buildings and the texture of the
food, not to mention some impressive
“camera” angles.

Kids will be quick to point out the
flaws ; (over-luxurious running-time, bits
they might not understand), while critics
such as myself are a bit offended by the
negative portrayel of critcs here! But this is
minor quibble in what has been the most
satisfying animated film in the last year. A
top-quality serving.
****

3:10 to Yuma
by Philip Lyons

I recently went to see
the new western
movie that is out, 3:10
to Yuma, and found it
a fantastic film. This is
a remake of a 1957
original in which an
outlaw must be
brought on the 3:10
train to Yuma prison.
The protagonist is Ben Wade, played by
Russell Crowe, who I thought took this
role superbly. His original personality is
very well summed up in a simple
statement. When told he is ‘Not all bad’, he
replies, ‘Oh yes I am.’

Another role I liked is of Dan Evans,
played by Christian Bale, a farmer who
needs money for his family. He volunteers
to take Ben Wade to the station in return
for payment. As the struggling yet
hardened rancher, I thought Bale did well
also. The action sequences are set in
classical western style, with cowboys,
sheriffs, revolvers and rifles galore. Even
those more inclined to modern day action
should find this a really good movie. Co-
starring Peter Fonda, Ben Foster, Luke
Wilson and Vanessa Shaw, this western is

a cut above the rest and definitely worth
the visit, showing in cinemas nationwide.

Perhaps this is a new beginning for the
western genre. Some of the greatest 20th

century westerns starring the great John
Wayne and coincidentally Glenn Ford,
who was in the 1957 original of 3:10 to
Yuma, were set in times of war for
America, such as the Vietnam war. What
with the precarious situation in Iraq, it is
far easier for the American society to
remind themselves of what made them
great with the simple basis of western
films. Good guy vs. Bad guy. Good guy
shoots Bad guy. The End.

Superbad by Brian Deegan

Superbad is a tale of three lifelong friends
who, before leaving for different colleges,
try to get into the pre-graduation party.

The story starring Jonah Hill, Michael Cera
and Christopher Mintz-Plasse, is one that
all teenagers, past and present, can relate
to. The only way that Evan (Cera) Seth
(Hill) and Fogell (Mintz-Plasse) can get
into this party hosted by two of the most
popular girls in the school is when Fogell’s
fake I.D arrives and they offer to bring
alcohol. However their plans always seem
to go awry and they can’t seem to get any
drink at all.

The opening minutes are slightly tedious
and you feel like it’s another mad
American Pie type movie but it builds up
and the jokes just get better and better as
the movie goes on. More realistic than
other high schools movies with the
absence of jocks and cheerleaders,
Superbad is arguably one of the funniest
films of the year.
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Lost Luggage… where
does it go?

by Tom Seaver
Two million bags are checked in at
airports each day and 99.5% of them
reach their destination on the same
flight as their owner.

But that still leaves .5% of the
luggage that is "mishandled". This
means that they do not reach their
destination undamaged or with bits
missing.

Doing the maths: .5% of two million
equals 10,000 bags a day.

The American Department of
Transportation claims that 80% of
the mishandled bags are reunited
with their owner within 24 hours
and 99% are returned within five
days. Only 1% is lost forever.

But worldwide that amounts to one
hundred bags a day or 36,500 bags a
year. They cannot simply vanish.
Where do they all go? Wait for
it….ALABAMA!

Scottsboro, Alabama is the lost
luggage capital of the world. Here
you could buy a fantastically
random assortment of
paraphernalia such as: a slighlty
used tube of japanese toothpaste for
50 US cents or a Versace suit or

dress worth over a thousand US
dollars for a bargain sum of 50 US
dollars.

So, why do bags get lost and how
safe is your suitcase? Airlines say
late check-in is the main reason
because the luggage may not be
loaded on the same airplane as the
passenger. Secondly, bags get lost
when passengers are making
connections even if they are
travelling with the same airline.
Sometimes the bags are stolen.

All luggage where the major airlines
cannot find the owners is sold to a
salvage company- Unclaimed
Baggage Centre. It is sent to
Scottsboro where the luggage is
opened and the contents are sorted,
cleaned and priced. All of the
visitors seem to love it. The
Unclaimed Baggage Centre has
become the number one tourist
attraction in Alabama with over
800,000 visitors a year. Its like a
charity shop except it’s a business
instead and the people who used to
own the clothes didn’t die in them!
Most people just enjoy nosing
through strangers stuff for a bit of
craic. Kind of seedy isn’t it?

Why does lost airline
luggage end up in
Scottsboro, Alabama?

It all started in 1970, when an
insurance salesman named H. Doyle
Owens borrowed $300 and a truck
and bought a hundred or so bags
left on Greyhound buses. He
brought them back to Scottsboro, a
town with a population of about
15,000, and sold them off foldable
tables.

For Owens it was just a part-time
business until 1978. Now the
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Unclaimed Baggage Centre covers a
50,000 square feet, employs 110
workers, has a cafe and stays open
Monday through Saturday.

When they first started, they sold
the suitcases and the entire
contents sight unseen. They
charged about $15-$20. Some people
found cash. Some found valuable
jewellery, some peple even found
wedding rings which were lost.

As the business grew, they started
opening up the suitcases and
processing the contents. About
1,000,000 items a year are put on
sale on the floor of the Unclaimed
Baggage Centre.

If you get tired of schmoozing
around you can sit in the cafe and
have a cup of coffee. Or, you can
visit the tiny museum displaying
some of their rarest and strangest
finds. A puppet from a Jim Henson
movie. A 1770 violin. A Stetson hat
signed "To Brent from Muhammad
Ali 9/22/88".

Bryan Owens bought the company
from his mother and father in 1995.
He says, "It's a little bit like
Christmas every day, we get these
bags that come in and we never know
what we will find."

The airlines will not admit that they
do business with Unclaimed
Baggage Centre. If you ask, they
will only say that their mishandled
bags are sold to a salvage company.
Owens has a written agreement
with the airlines not to disclose
from whom he buys the
merchandise or for how much. But,
he says "Everyone in the airline
industry knows us," and he will
admit that he doesn't have any
competition.

What if someone should show up in
Scottsboro and find something that
belonged to them? Could they have
him put in prison for traficking
stolen goods or something? At
present, no one ever does so, he
states.

The company never knows what
they will find when they open a
suitcase. They have found Egyptian
art and one time found a live
rattlesnake. So, next time your bag
goes missing, you will know where
it will eventually fetch up. Alabama,
USA

By Simon Killeen

Rugby
Leinsters big guns have returned to play
for their provincial teams after taking a
harsh beating in the Rugby World Cup.
Brian O’Driscoll has returned to the
Leinster side to captain the team in The
Magniers League. Apart from O’Drsicoll,
Gordon D’Arcy and Girvan Dempsey have
returned from the world cup also while
scrum-half Chris Whitaker is now
returning from injury. In the pack, Leo
Cullen and Malcolm O’Kelly take their
place in the second row while Jamie
Heaslip returns to the Number eight
position from injury. And also Leinster
welcomed newcomer Ollie le-Reux, who
comes from South Africa.
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task to grow a new and younger team and
not to win silverware. But he was soon
caught out as seven of the eleven “youth”
players are still yet to play a match for
their country. Now as far as I can
remember, if a manager was asked if he
was interested in coaching his country,
he’d take the job faster than you could say
Roy Keane. But when Dave O’Leary was
interviewed on Sunday about getting back
into the business, he made it pretty clear
that he was only up for a job at Bolton and
only Bolton. And that’s as guaranteed as it
is for Gerry Flannery to tense his arms
before a line-out throw-in.

And speaking of Rugby, the World Cup has
thrilled all of us with spectacular tries,
speedy runs and disgusting tackles. As
much as we all enjoyed these, we all
paused and would think before every game
and wonder how we were no longer in the
competition.

The great and mighty Irish team,
who were ranked sixth in the world going
into the competition made an early
departure. Now credit is due where credit
is due to players such as Denis Leamy,
Eoin Reddan and Brian O’Driscoll, but to
see players such as Paul O’Connell, Peter
Stringer and Gordon D’Arcy disappear
from the game is a worrying state of affairs.
And one begins to wonder, “Is this the
end?”. “Is this a reprise of what happened
to the football squad of ‘02 all over again?”

Now, unlike Steve Staunton, it
seems unlikely that rugby coach Eddie
O’Sullivan will be leaving any time soon as
he safely secured a four year contract with
the national team. Which can be seen
almost like a sort of backup plan, because
if he’s leaving, he’s going to make sure he’s
leaving with something in his back-
pocket? That being 4 million euro of
course!

But Steve Staunton isn’t the only
Ireland coach in trouble. Tottenham
Hotspur assistant coach, Chris Hughton,

will be relying on his Ireland coaching
position thanks to his expected departure
along with Martin Jol from White Hart
Lane.

So the two questions that have to be asked
now are: The first is who will be the next
Republic of Ireland manager? Some say
Graeme Souness, others say Liam Brady.
And the other question is, will what
happened to the Republic of Ireland
football squad in 2002, happen to the Irish
Rugby team of 2007? We can only hope
that the comparisons end here and that
our soccer and rugby teams rise from the
ashes to future greatness.

RAFA’S WRECKLESS
ROTATING RUINS REDS

By Sam Green

Liverpool, in the past few weeks,
have been struggling to both perform and
convert chances. Rafael Benitez has been
put under great scrutiny after his last five
results show his team have not taken well
to the rotation policy at Anfield. With key
duo, Olano Xabi Alonso and Daniel Agger,
out injured, with each having the common
broken metatarsal, it just keeps getting
worse. Also, when your captain, the
prolific Steven Gerrard, is really under-
performing it can be quite difficult to cope.

“Rafael Benitez has been put under
great scrutiny after his last five
results show his team have not taken
well to the rotation policy at Anfield.”


